
 

LIT 200 Final Project Guidelines and Rubric 
 

Overview 
The final project for this course is the creation of two short essays that examine critical approaches to literature. The final product will be submitted in Module 
Seven. 
 
Literary theory can certainly be a complicated topic, and on many levels it is, but it also can give literature new and exciting meaning. In this course, you have 
looked at the various critical approaches of literary theory and discussed the characteristics of each one. Each approach changes the way you interpret literature, 
and understanding the differences and ideas of each approach will allow you to see that literature in a new way. In your final project, you will look at two 
different passages from literature and choose to examine the passages with the critical approach that most excites you. 
 
In this assignment, you will demonstrate your mastery of the following course outcomes:  
 

 Differentiate individual, critical approaches to literary analysis for informing an effective interpretation to literature 

 Justify the selection of literary lenses for informing original literary analyses 

 Articulate the various viewpoints to literary approaches validated by evidence-based critical reading  

 Draw connections between the relationship of culture and critical approaches to literature for their influence on literary interpretation 
 

Prompt 
The final project for this course will be the creation of two short essays that each examine critical approaches to literature. You will be given four literary 
passages to choose from, and you will pick the two passages you would like to examine. The passages are located in the Final Project Passages document. For 
each literary passage, use the critical approach that most appeals to you to examine each passage. Choose a different approach for each passage. Use only the 
passage, your notes, and the textbook for your responses. You will not need to complete outside research for this assignment. 
 
Format your project in one document using an MLA header and title. You will respond to each critical element for each passage. This excludes Section IV, Part C, 
which will only be answered once at the end of the document. See the Final Project Example document for more on this.  
 
Specifically, the following critical elements must be addressed: 
 

I. Interpreting Literature 
A. Identify which approach you have chosen by using key terms and descriptors that were used in your textbook and other course materials. 
B. Explain important terms of individual critical approaches.  
C. Describe the defining characteristics of a particular critical approach. Which characteristics of the approach tell you that this is the approach 

being used? For example, if you were using a Structuralist approach, a defining characteristic would be finding structural aspects in the work that 
fit it into a broader category.  

https://learn.snhu.edu/d2l/lor/viewer/view.d2l?ou=6606&loIdentId=9079


 
 

II. Choosing a Lens 
A. Justify the selection of the approach you chose and what you think that approach might bring to your interpretation. Why did you choose this 

approach and what do you think you gain from using this approach on this passage? 
B. Explain the advantages of using this particular approach for an interpretation of literature. What might one gain from using this particular 

approach? Why would choosing this approach be the best option sometimes, and what would you gain in an interpretation that uses this 
approach? 

C. Explain the disadvantages of using a particular approach for an interpretation of literature. What might be some disadvantages of using this 
approach? Why would it not always be the best option, and what might you lose in an interpretation that uses this approach? 

 
III. Close Reading 

A. Connect the approach to the interpretation of the text. Give specific examples (direct quotes or paraphrases) from the text to show what 
specific areas you are using for your interpretation.  

B. Explain how the approach informs your interpretation of the passage. How does this approach influence your interpretation or understanding 
of the text? In other words, how does using this approach change the meaning of the passage? 

C. Explain how another approach changes the interpretation of the text. How might using a different approach change your interpretation or 
understanding of the text in contrast to the interpretation you are using overall? This is the flip side of the previous point; pick an approach 
different from the one you used for your overall interpretation, and in one or two sentences, explain how that approach would change the 
meaning of the text. 

 
IV. Making Connections 

A.  Explain how societal trends are influenced by or were an influence on critical approaches at the time of their development or popularity. How 
did the approach you are using influence the society of the time? What changes occurred as a result of this approach being developed? How 
might this approach have changed the minds or ideas of the time? Or how did events and trends that were occurring at the time the approach 
was developed influence (or even cause) this approach to emerge? 

B. Explain how one approach connects to another. What were some of the influencing factors in the development of an approach? Why did this 
new approach come about? What might have been missing from a previous approach that caused this new approach to emerge? Are there 
similarities between the theories? Are there differences? Are those similarities or differences intentional? Why? 

C. Describe how literary theory contributes to the interpretation of literary texts. How does literary theory change, impact, or influence your 
understanding of literature? Why is it worth our time and effort to use theory to understand and interpret literature? 

 

Midterm 
In Module Four, you will complete a multiple-choice and short-answer midterm. This midterm will contain questions about various topics covered in Modules 
One through Four. You will be allowed one attempt to take this test. Contact your instructor to ask questions about the material that you still do not understand. 
 

  



 

Final Project Rubric 
Guidelines for Submission: Your final project should be written in MLA format and follow the format provided in the Final Project Example document. Use 
double spacing, 12-point Times New Roman font, and one-inch margins. 
 

Critical Elements Exemplary Proficient Needs Improvement Not Evident Value 

Interpreting 
Literature: 

Passage One: Key 
Terms and 
Descriptors 

 

 Identifies the chosen approach 
through key terms and 
descriptors (100%) 

Identifies the chosen approach 
through key terms and 
descriptors but may contain 
errors or gaps in the 
identification (55%) 

Does not identify the chosen 
approach through key terms and 
descriptors (0%) 

4 

Interpreting 
Literature: 

Passage One: 
Important Terms 

 

Explains important terms of the 
chosen approach in a way that 
demonstrates keen insight and 
understanding (100%) 

Explains important terms of the 
chosen approach (85%) 

Explains important terms of the 
chosen approach, but 
explanation may lack clarity or 
an understanding of the term 
and its application to the 
approach (55%) 

Does not explain important 
terms of the chosen approach 
(0%) 

4 

Interpreting 
Literature: 

Passage One: 
Defining 

Characteristics 
 

 Describes the defining 
characteristics of the approach 
being used (100%) 

Describes the defining 
characteristics of the approach 
being used but may contain 
errors or gaps in the 
characteristics (55%) 

Does not describe the defining 
characteristics of the approach 
being used (0%) 

4 

Choosing a Lens: 
Passage One: 

Justify Selection 
 

Justifies the selection of the 
approach by explaining in detail 
how the approach creates an 
informed interpretation of the 
text (100%) 

Justifies the selection of the 
approach by explaining how that 
approach informs an 
interpretation of the text (85%) 

Justifies the selection of the 
approach, but the explanation 
or interpretation of the text may 
be misaligned or contain gaps 
(55%) 

Does not justify the selection of 
the approach by explaining the 
how that approach informs an 
interpretation of the text (0%) 

4 

Choosing a Lens: 
Passage One: 
Advantages 

 

Explains the advantages of using 
this approach to interpret 
literature, and explanation 
demonstrates a keen 
understanding of those 
advantages for application 
(100%) 

Explains the advantages of using 
this approach to interpret 
literature (85%) 

Explains the advantages of using 
this approach to interpret 
literature, but explanation may 
be misaligned or contain gaps 
(55%) 

Does not explain the advantages 
of using this approach to 
interpret literature (0%) 

4 



 
Choosing a Lens: 

Passage One: 
Disadvantages 

 

Explains the disadvantages of 
using this approach to interpret 
literature, and explanation 
demonstrates a keen 
understanding of those 
disadvantages for application 
(100%) 

Explains the disadvantages of 
using this approach to interpret 
literature (85%) 

Explains the disadvantages of 
using this approach to interpret 
literature, but explanation may 
be misaligned or contain gaps 
(55%) 

Does not explain the 
disadvantages of using this 
approach to interpret literature 
(0%) 

4 

Close Reading: 
Passage One: 
Connect the 

Approach 
 

Connects the approach to the 
interpretation of the text with 
meaningful examples (100%) 

Connects the approach to the 
interpretation of the text with 
examples (85%) 

Connects the approach to the 
interpretation of the text with 
examples, but examples may be 
misaligned (55%) 

Does not connect the approach 
to the interpretation of the text 
with examples (0%) 

4 

Close Reading: 
Passage One: 
Informs Your 

Interpretation 
 

Explains with distinct accuracy 
how the approach informs the 
interpretation of the text (100%) 

Explains how the approach 
informs the interpretation of the 
text (85%) 

Explains how the approach 
informs the interpretation of the 
text, but explanation may be 
cursory or misaligned or contain 
gaps (55%) 

Does not explain how the 
approach informs the 
interpretation of the text (0%) 

4 

Close Reading: 
Passage One: 
Changes the 

Interpretation 
 

Explains with distinct accuracy 
how a different approach would 
change the interpretation of the 
text (100%) 

Explains how a different 
approach would change the 
interpretation of the text (85%) 

Explains how a different 
approach would change the 
interpretation of the text, but 
explanation may be cursory or 
misaligned or contain gaps 
(55%) 

Does not explain how a different 
approach would change the 
interpretation of the text (0%) 

4 

Making 
Connections: 
Passage One: 

Societal Trends 
 

Explains how the approach was 
influenced by or an influence on 
developments in society with 
meaningful examples and 
distinct connections that clearly 
show the influence of one on 
the other (100%) 

Explains how the approach was 
influenced by or an influence on 
developments in society with 
specific examples (85%) 

Explains how the approach was 
influenced by or an influence on 
developments in society, but 
explanation or examples may be 
cursory or misaligned or contain 
gaps (55%) 

Does not explain how societal 
trends were influenced by the 
development of the approach or 
how the approach itself was 
influenced by society (0%) 

4 

Making 
Connections: 
Passage One: 
Connects to 

Another Approach 
 

Connects the development of 
approaches to one another to 
show the evolution and 
interconnectedness of the 
approaches (100%) 

Connects the development of 
approaches to one another 
(85%)  

Connects the development of 
the approaches to one another, 
but connections may contain 
errors (55%) 

Does not connect the 
development of approaches to 
one another (0%) 

4 



 
Interpreting 
Literature: 

Passage Two: Key 
Terms and 
Descriptors 

 

 Identifies the chosen approach 
through key terms and 
descriptors (100%) 

Identifies the chosen approach 
through key terms and 
descriptors but may contain 
errors or gaps in the 
identification (55%) 

Does not identify the chosen 
approach through key terms and 
descriptors (0%) 

4 

Interpreting 
Literature: 

Passage Two: 
Important Terms 

 

Explains important terms of the 
chosen approach in a way that 
demonstrates keen insight and 
understanding (100%) 

Explains important terms of the 
chosen approach (85%) 

Explains important terms of the 
chosen approach, but 
explanation may lack clarity or 
an understanding of the term 
and its application to the 
approach (55%) 

Does not explain important 
terms of the chosen approach 
(0%) 

4 

Interpreting 
Literature: 

Passage Two: 
Defining 

Characteristics 
 

 Describes the defining 
characteristics of the approach 
being used (100%)  

Describes the defining 
characteristics of the approach 
being used but may contain 
errors or gaps in the 
characteristics (55%) 

Does not describe the defining 
characteristics of the approach 
being used (0%) 

4 

Choosing a Lens: 
Passage Two: 

Justify Selection 
 

Justifies the selection of the 
approach by explaining in detail 
how the approach creates an 
informed interpretation of the 
text (100%) 

Justifies the selection of the 
approach by explaining how that 
approach informs an 
interpretation of the text (85%) 

Justifies the selection of the 
approach, but the explanation 
or interpretation of the text may 
be misaligned or contain gaps 
(55%) 

Does not justify the selection of 
the approach by explaining the 
how that approach informs an 
interpretation of the text (0%) 

4 

Choosing a Lens: 
Passage Two: 
Advantages 

 

Explains the advantages of using 
this approach to interpret 
literature, and explanation 
demonstrates a keen 
understanding of those 
advantages for application 
(100%) 

Explains the advantages of using 
this approach to interpret 
literature (85%) 

Explains the advantages of using 
this approach to interpret 
literature, but explanation may 
be misaligned or contain gaps 
(55%) 

Does not explain the advantages 
of using this approach to 
interpret literature (0%) 

4 

Choosing a Lens: 
Passage Two: 

Disadvantages 
 

Explains the disadvantages of 
using this approach to interpret 
literature, and explanation 
demonstrates a keen 
understanding of those 
disadvantages for application 
(100%) 

Explains the disadvantages of 
using this approach to interpret 
literature (85%) 

Explains the disadvantages of 
using this approach to interpret 
literature, but explanation may 
be misaligned or contain gaps 
(55%) 

Does not explain the 
disadvantages of using this 
approach to interpret literature 
(0%) 

4 



 
Close Reading: 
Passage Two: 
Connect the 

Approach 
 

Connects the approach to the 
interpretation of the text with 
meaningful examples (100%) 

Connects the approach to the 
interpretation of the text with 
examples (85%) 

Connects the approach to the 
interpretation of the text with 
examples, but examples may be 
misaligned (55%) 

Does not connect the approach 
to the interpretation of the text 
with examples (0%) 

4 

Close Reading: 
Passage Two: 
Informs Your 

Interpretation 
 

Explains with distinct accuracy 
how the approach informs the 
interpretation of the text (100%) 

Explains how the approach 
informs the interpretation of the 
text (85%) 

Explains how the approach 
informs the interpretation of the 
text, but explanation may be 
cursory or misaligned or contain 
gaps (55%) 

Does not explain how the 
approach informs the 
interpretation of the text (0%) 

4 

Close Reading: 
Passage Two: 
Changes the 

Interpretation 
 

Explains with distinct accuracy 
how a different approach would 
change the interpretation of the 
text (100%) 

Explains how a different 
approach would change the 
interpretation of the text (85%) 

Explains how a different 
approach would change the 
interpretation of the text, but 
explanation may be cursory or 
misaligned or contain gaps 
(55%) 

Does not explain how a different 
approach would change the 
interpretation of the text (0%) 

4 

Making 
Connections: 
Passage Two: 

Societal Trends 
 

Explains how the approach was 
influenced by or an influence on 
developments in society with 
meaningful examples and 
distinct connections that clearly 
show the influence of one on 
the other (100%) 

Explains how the approach was 
influenced by or an influence on 
developments in society with 
specific examples (85%) 

Explains how the approach was 
influenced by or an influence on 
developments in society, but 
explanation or examples may be 
cursory or misaligned or contain 
gaps (55%) 

Does not explain how societal 
trends were influenced by the 
development of the approach or 
how the approach itself was 
influenced by society (0%) 

4 

Making 
Connections: 
Passage Two: 
Connects to 

Another Approach 
 

Connects the development of 
approaches to one another to 
show the evolution and 
interconnectedness of the 
approaches (100%) 

Connects the development of 
approaches to one another 
(85%)  

Connects the development of 
the approaches to one another, 
but connections may contain 
errors (55%) 

Does not connect the 
development of approaches to 
one another (0%) 

4 

Making 
Connections: 

Interpretation 
 

Describes with rich detail and 
specific examples how literary 
theory contributes to the 
interpretation of literary texts 
(100%) 

Describes how literary theory 
contributes to the interpretation 
of literary texts (85%) 

Describes how the literary 
theory contributes to the 
interpretation of literary texts, 
but interpretation may be 
cursory or misaligned (55%) 

Does not describe how literary 
theory contributes to the 
interpretation of literary texts 
(0%) 

6 

Articulation Project is free of errors of 
organization and grammar 
(100%) 

Project is mostly free of errors 
of organization and grammar; 
errors are marginal and rarely 
interrupt the flow (85%) 

Project contains several errors 
of organization and grammar 
that interrupt the flow (55%) 

Project contains critical errors of 
organization and grammar (0%) 

6 

Total 100% 
 


