
 

 

PSY 215 Final Project Milestone Two Guidelines and Rubric 
 

Overview: For the final project in this course, you will examine research presented in the course for how abnormal psychology has changed, and investigate a 
potential gap in the research that has not been addressed. This project will allow you to foster and improve your skills at reading, interpreting, and writing 
psychological works. It will also help you to learn your place within the field and how to combine both your personal perspective and opinions with established, 
empirical research to make original claims.  
 
The final project is meant for you to propose a hypothetical study. You are not and should not be conducting human subjects research for this project. It is 
not necessary for the purposes of this assignment. All human subjects research requires written approval from the SNHU COCE Institutional Review Board in 
order to protect the welfare and ensure ethical treatment of the subjects. 

 
For this milestone, due in Module Five, you will participate in a discussion in which you develop a research study design in preparation for your final research 
investigation and also assist your classmates in refining their own proposed studies. The research design you complete for this milestone will build on the 
literature review you prepared as Milestone One in Module Three. You will polish these two components for your final research investigation, due in Module 
Seven. 

 
Prompt: First, to refresh your memory, review your initial thoughts on research design from the Module One LearnSmart activity, the information you compiled 
for the Research Gap Worksheet task in Module Four, as well as information provided in Chapter 1, Sections 1.6-1.9 of your textbook Abnormal Psychology: 
Clinical Perspectives on Psychological Disorders. You will propose an appropriate research design for your hypothetical study, explaining your reason for choosing 
it and accounting for ethical considerations. Always support your claims with examples from research. 

 
Next, submit your completed Research Gap Worksheet in the milestone discussion forum by Thursday of Module Five. You will then engage in a discussion and 
critique the advantages and disadvantages of the research studies of your classmates, while also receiving feedback about your own proposed study. Consider 
particularly how your research will support further exploration of the track of abnormal psychology that you have been exploring. 

 
In your initial post to the discussion, address the following: 

 
 What research design are you proposing for addressing your research question? Explain your reasoning for choosing it. Why is it appropriate? 

 How have you built upon the initial research design ideas you came up with for “normal” or “abnormal” behavior in the Module One discussion? 

 What new elements are you adding to your research design based on the Module Four Research Gap Worksheet activity? 

 How could your research design be implemented? 

 How will you account for any issues of ethics in your proposed research question? 
 

Be sure to support your initial post and response posts with examples from the resources and activities presented in the course. 

 
You must respond to at least two of your classmates. In critiquing their proposed studies, consider the strengths and limitations of their proposed studies. 
Support your critique with examples from your own analysis of research design in this course.



 

As a reminder, please refer to the Online Tutoring Service tutorials to assist you in your writing as well as to the Research & 

Citations page of the SNHU Online Writing Center website for proper APA formatting of sources. 
For this milestone discussion, you are required to post one initial post and to follow up with at least two response posts. 

 
For or your initial post (1), you must do the following: 

 Compose a post of one to two paragraphs. 

 Complete the initial post by Thursday at 11:59 p.m. of your local time zone. 

 
For your response posts (2), you must do the following: 

 Reply to at least two different classmates outside of your own initial post thread. 

 Complete the two response posts by Sunday 11:59 p.m. of your local time zone. 

 Demonstrate more depth and thought than simply stating that “I agree” or “You are wrong.” 
 

Guidelines for Submission: Written components must be in 12-point Times New Roman font, with one-inch margins and any 
citations in APA format. 

Rubric 
 

Critical Elements Exemplary (100%) Proficient (85%) Needs Improvement (55%) Not Evident (0%) Value 

Comprehension Develops an initial post 
with an organized, clear 
point of view or idea 
using rich and 
significant detail 

Develops an initial post 
proposing 
a research design with a point of 
view or idea, using 
adequate organization 
and detail 

Develops an initial post 
proposing 
a research design with a point of 
view or idea, but with some 
gaps in organization and detail 

Does not develop an initial post 
proposing a research design with 
an organized point of view or idea 

40 

Timeliness  Submits initial post on time 
(100%) 

Submits initial post one day late 
(75%) 

Submits initial post two or more 
days late (0%) 

10 

Engagement Provides relevant and 
meaningful response 
posts with clarifying 
explanation and detail 

Provides relevant response posts 
with some explanation and detail 

Provides somewhat relevant 
response posts with 
some explanation and 
detail 

Provides response posts that are 
generic with little explanation 
or detail or does not provide 
response posts 

30 

Writing 
(Mechanics) 

Writes posts that are 
easily understood, 
clear, and concise 
using proper citation 
methods where 
applicable with no 
errors in citations 

Writes posts that are easily 
understood, using proper 
citation methods where 
applicable, with few errors in 
citations 

Writes posts that are 
understandable, using proper 
citation methods where 
applicable, with a number of 
errors in 
citations 

Writes posts that others are not 
able to understand and does not 
use proper citation methods 
where applicable 

20 

 Total 100% 

https://my.snhu.edu/Offices/COCE/academicsupport/Pages/Academic-Support-Homepage.aspx
https://my.snhu.edu/Offices/COCE/AcademicSupport/LearningCommunity/LP-OWC/Pages/LC-OWC.aspx

