
 

LIT 323 Module Six Short Paper Guidelines and Rubric  

Unlike many of the plays you have read this semester, Top Girls focuses on contemporary, feminist issues. Once you have read the play and completed your 
initial discussion board post, write a paper in which you identify and explain the feminist issues within in the play. Cite specific examples, and relate the play to 
current events. You can utilize current news articles, other scholarly resources, and your own experiences. Try to respond to the ways in which theater functions 
in a somewhat didactic fashion—providing insights into contemporary issues. 
 
As you write, include the following elements: 

 An introduction that establishes a context for your analysis and foreshadows the structure to follow 

 Examples from the play that demonstrate feminist issues 

 Explanation of how the issues in the play relate to current events 

 A conclusion that provides a strong sense of closure 

Guidelines for Submission: Your paper must be submitted as a two- to three-page Microsoft Word document with double spacing, 12-point Times New Roman 
font, one-inch margins, and at least three sources cited in MLA format. 
 

Critical Elements Proficient (100%) Needs Improvement (55%) Not Evident (0%) Value 

Introduction Introduction provides a context 
for the analysis and 
foreshadows the structure that 
follows 

Introduction provides a context 
for the analysis; however, it 
does not foreshadow the 
structure to follow 

Introduction is not included 20 

Examples from Play Examples from the play that 
demonstrate feminists issues 
are included with detailed 
explanation 

Examples from the play that 
demonstrate feminist issues are 
included, but there are gaps in 
the explanation 

Essay does not include 
examples from the play that 
demonstrate feminist issues 

30 

Current Issues Examples of contemporary 
issues are included and related 
to events from the play 

Examples of contemporary 
issues are included, but they 
are not related to events from 
the play 

Examples of contemporary 
issues are not included 

30 

Conclusion A conclusion is included and 
summarizes main points of the 
paper 

A conclusion is included, but 
does not summarize main 
points of the paper 

A conclusion is not included 10 

Articulation of 
Response 

Submission has no major errors 
related to citations, grammar, 
spelling, or syntax 

Submission has major errors 
related to citations, grammar, 
spelling, or syntax that 
negatively impact readability 
and articulation of main ideas 

Submission has critical errors 
related to citations, grammar, 
spelling, or syntax that prevent 
understanding of ideas 

10 

Earned Total 100% 

 


